
 

 
 

Call for a Volunteer 
 
KÖLVI – Support and activities for migrant and refugee boys in Tampere, Finland. 
 
Description: 6 months project, starting from October 2018 
Kölvin Monikulttuurinen Nuorisotyö ry, shortly KÖLVI, is a small local Finnish 
NGO working with young migrant and refugee boys between 12 to 25 years of age. 
Kölvi is based in Tampere, the third largest city in Finland, situated in Southern 
Finland. We are specialized in Gender and Culture Sensitive Youth Work and work 
with our youth through a holistic approach including different activities and 
psychosocial support. We organize recreational activities weekly at our Youth Center, 
such as sports, music, media, theme nights / groups and support the boys in their 
everyday life needs, such as homework, learning Finnish language and finding a job. 
We also organize at a regular base different kinds of events, trips and holiday 
activities. We encourage our youth also to take part in our Voluntary and Peer Work 
Activities and different projects on Active Citizenship through our VAPARI 
Voluntary Work. Lately we have expanded to work also with the boys’ families 
(NOVA Project) and with young men in an especially vulnerable situation, to 
integrate them better in the working life (VALOMO Project).  Want to volunteer in a 
community with warm spirit, unity and young boys that will surely appreciate and 
benefit from your support? If you said yes, this is your place! 
 
Examples of our Voluntary Work Activities: 
Voluntary work in Kölvi can be organized in different ways. Here are some examples: 
 
ACTIVITIES-BASED WORK: 
- Tuesdays to Thursdays: Volunteering at Kölvi Youth Center in the afternoons and 
evenings (from 1pm to 8pm). As a volunteer you would help organize different 
activities in the Center with the staff, such as sports, games, homework help, theme 
nights / groups, excursions etc.  
- Mondays and Fridays: ‘Office days’, when you can plan your activities / theme 
groups, have meetings with the working team and other work contacts and / or hold 
your own closed group activity for the boys. 
 
MUSIC AND MEDIA: 
Teaching the youngsters, photography, Photoshop, the making of web-pages and other 
media activities together with our Kölvi Media responsible. We also have our own 
music studio where the boys can learn to make music. If you are interested in this area 
or already have some skills in it, you can volunteer also at Kölvi Media as a part of 
your voluntary work. 
 
WORKING WITH DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS: 
Kölvi’s age range is big – the youngest boys are 12-year-olds whereas we also work 
with young men up to 25 years of age. It’s important to have activities with all of us 
together, but it’s also important to monitor some activities especially for certain age 
groups. Especially the youngest boys need activities and if you are interested, there 
are opportunities for you to plan and monitor activities especially for them. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
LANGUAGE AND INTERCULTURAL LEARNING: 
Are you interested in intercultural learning and languages? Want to learn more about 
Finnish language and culture? Kölvi is a very good place to learn Finnish language, 
since Finnish is our common language and many of our youngsters are just starting to 
learn the language themselves. You can also hear a lot of other different languages 
during the working day and learn about many different cultures and countries since 
our boys come from at least 30 different cultural backgrounds. You can also do 
language tandem: teach the boys your language or English and they can teach you 
Finnish or their mother tongue! 
 
WORKING PART-TIME IN ANOTHER YOUTH ORGANIZATION 
We co-operate with a wide range of municipal and independent youth organizations. 
If you are interested and want to learn more about youth work in Finland, you can also 
volunteer part-time in another youth organization in Tampere. 
 
 
Support for the Volunteer: 
We will provide you with support to become a part of the local community here in 
Tampere. In Kölvi you will get to know a lot of locals: our youngsters, volunteers, 
staff, etc., who will also help you with this. As a volunteer you will also be sent to all 
possible EVS trainings such as On-arrival Training and Mid-term Evaluation. The 
coordinating, sending and receiving organizations will also keep in touch regularly 
during your project. As our volunteer, you will also have a tutor (task related support) 
and a mentor. The mentor and the tutor will divide their roles and responsibilities, 
such as the drafting of learning goals and Youth Pass with you. The mentor and the 
tutor will be in touch with you and each other regularly to make sure that everything 
works for you during your time in Finland. 
 
The mentor… 
- will help you with everything regarding your free-time, from finding the nearest 
grocery shop to free-time activities, hobbies and getting to know the city-life etc. 
- will take make sure you will find a language course where you can learn Finnish 
language. 
- is one of the volunteers in Kölvi, an intern or a person recruited for this purpose. We 
require the mentor to be ready to take responsibility over their task and to be open to 
different kinds of people. The mentor will also know about Kölvi and EVS, and is a 
person that the organization trusts and counts on. 
 
The tutor… 
- will guide you and monitor your daily tasks at work together with other staff 
members in Kölvi. There will be time reserved weekly to discuss your tasks and how 
everything is going with you. 
 
 

Welcome to our team! 


